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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was howthe impact of modern education on Indian cultural

identity, focusing on how contemporary schooling influences the preservation and evolution
of cultural values, traditions, and heritage, with rapid globalization and modernization,
educational institutions play a crucial role in shaping students' perspectives. This research
explores how modern curricula influence students' understanding and appreciation of Indian
culture, the inclusion or exclusion of native history and languages, and the extent to which
global values affect their cultural sense of belonging. It further investigates whether schools
and colleges act as custodians of tradition or agents of cultural change. Through analyzing the
perceptions of both students and teachers, the study seeks to understand the delicate balance
between modernization and cultural preservation. Finally, the research proposes strategies to
meaningfully integrate Indian cultural elements into modern education without hindering
academic progress, ensuring that cultural identity remains a vital part of students' learning

experiences
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1.Introduction:

In today’s era demanding of academic environment in India has been increasedEducation has

always played a crucial role in shaping cultural identity and preserving the social fabric of
India[1]. Before the advent of modern schooling, India’s traditional education system was
deeply rooted in Gurukuls and (Pathshalas), where students learned under the guidance of a

Guru[2]. In ancient times, knowledge was passed down orally and focused on holistic
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development, including moral values, Vedic scriptures, arts, mathematics, and philosophy[3].
During the medieval period and even under colonial rule, India witnessed significant shifts in
its education system. The British introduced a Western-style curriculum and English as the
medium of instruction in the 19th century, replacing indigenous methods of teaching[4].
Teachers, who wereonce revered Gurus imparting life lessons in open courtyards or village
schools, gradually became formal instructors in structured classrooms with standardized
syllabi[5]. Post-independence, India adopted a more modern and globally connected
education framework, expanding schools and universities to reach every corner of the
country[6]. This transformation brought remarkable progress in literacy and technological
advancement but also posed challenges for the preservation of traditional languages, local
customs, and cultural practices[7]. This paper aims to examine how modern schooling
influences the preservation and evolution of India’s cultural identity today. It explores
whether contemporary education fosters cultural awareness or contributes to the erosion of
traditional values, languages, and indigenous knowledge systems[8]. The study highlights the
need to balance global knowledge with local cultural roots to strengthen India’s rich and
diverse heritage in the modern era.One of the primary objectives of this study is to understand
how students perceive the presence of Indian cultural elements in their daily education. For
many students, the school or college environment is their first structured exposure to social
norms, cultural narratives, and historical knowledge. Therefore, it is important to examine
whether subjects like Indian history, regional languages, festivals, and traditional practices
are being taught and celebrated in educational settings.The research also explores whether
modern education is striking a balance between career-oriented learning and the transmission
of traditional values. While technical and professional education is essential in today's
competitive world, it should not come at the cost of cultural disconnection. A well-rounded
education system should aim to develop both skilled professionals and culturally rooted
individuals. The Gurukul system of education is one of the earliest known forms of formal
education in Indian civilization, tracing its origins back to the Vedic period (approximately
1500 BCE to 500 BCE)[9] The term “Gurukul” is derived from two Sanskrit words — Guru
(teacher) and Kul (family or home) the system emphasized not just academic learning but
also moral values, discipline, humility, and spiritual growth[10]. Students were taught

subjects like the Vedas, Upanishads, grammar (Vyakarana), mathematics (Ganita), astronomy
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(Jyotish), logic (Nyaya), medicine (Ayurveda), archery (Dhanurvidya), and philosophy
(Darshan). Learning was imparted orally, and memorization played a key role. The focus was
on a guru-shishya parampara (teacher-student tradition) that extended beyond the classroom
and into life itself.The Gurukul system began to decline after the 12th century CE, especially
with the arrival of foreign invasions and later during the colonial period, when Western
models of education replaced indigenous systems. However, the values and teaching methods
of the Gurukul system still inspire modern educational reforms focused on value-based
learning, mentorship, and life skills. Education in India During the Colonial Period (18th
Century — 1947) The colonial period in India, from the 18th century to independence in 1947,
represents a transformative phase in the evolution of the Indian education system. During this
era, the British replaced the traditional, culturally rooted educational systems of India with a
Western model primarily designed to serve colonial administrative interests[11]. This period
saw the gradual decline of indigenous learning institutions and the introduction of English
education that reshaped the academic, cultural, and intellectual landscape of the
country.National Policy on Education and the Right to Education Act in India's education
system has undergone a significant transformation since independence in 1947. The goal of
creating a just, equitable, and inclusive educational framework[12] has been pursued through
various reforms and policiesThe second policy, the NPE of 1986, was more extensive and
marked a progressive shift. It highlighted education for all, especially for disadvantaged
groups such as women, SC/STs, and the disabled

2. Objective:

1. To explore how modern education systems influence students’ understanding and

appreciation of Indian cultural values, traditions, and heritage.

2. To assess the extent to which modern curricula include or exclude elements of Indian

culture, history, and languages.

3. To analyze how exposure to global ideas and values through modern education affects

students' cultural identity and sense of belonging.
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4. To examine the role of educational institutions in either preserving or diluting traditional

Indian customs and practices.

5. To investigate the balance between modernization and cultural preservation in Indian

schools and colleges.

6. To evaluate students' and teachers' perceptions of cultural identity within the framework of

modern education.

7. To suggest strategies for integrating Indian cultural elements into modern education

without compromising academic advancement.
Hypothesis:

» Modern education systems influence student’sunderstanding and appreciation of
Indian cultural values and heritage.

» The inclusion of global content in modern curricula leads to a decline in students’
connection with traditional Indian culture.

» Educational institutions play a key role in either preserving or diluting Indian cultural

identity through their teaching approaches

3. Experiment:

Response related Which is the best way to integrate culture into modern education?

Responses Frequency| % of Total
Culturally rich textbooks 52 26
Extra-curricular programs 61 30.5
Field visits to heritage sites 40 20
All of the above 47 23,5
Total 200 100
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Response related Do you think your education has increased your respect for Indian

traditions?

Responses Frequency % of Total
Yes 183 915
No 17 8.5

Total 200 100

Response relatedDoes learning about other countries’ cultures affect how you feel about

Indian culture?

Responses Frequency| % of Total
It increases my respect 112 56
for my culture

It makes no difference 56.6 28.3

It reduces my interest in my 22 11

culture
I don’t know 94 4.7
Total 200 100

Response related What is the best way to include culture in modern education?

Responses Frequency| % of Total
Cultural clubs & activities 103.6 51.8
Mandatory subjects 55.4 271.7
Guest lectures/workshops 33.6 16.8
It should not be included 74 3.7
Total 200 100




SanskritiManthan : International Journal of Empowerment

AT & Indian Culture
N g A A T et stacg e afe
TLTTEATI GEha =T ATEATERTT

Response related How important is Indian cultural identity to you personally?

Responses Frequency| % of Total
Very Important 121 60.7
Somewhat Important 52.4 26.2
Not Important 19.8 9.9
Never thought about it 6.2 3.1
Total 200 100

Research Methodology:

The Research area is Shirpur where we collect responses from, R.C.P Institute of
Management Research and Development, Shirpur campus students of BCA, BBA, BMS,
IMCA, MCA from first year to last year we collected 200 responses

Hypothesis Testing Through Statistical Method: Chi-Square Test : -

HYPOTHESIS 1: Do you think your education has increased your respect for Indian traditions?

Thus, applying the Formula  x2=Y(Oi-Ei)*/Ei
e Oi= Observed Frequency(Response collected from survey),
o Ei=Expected Frequency(Expected Response)

Showing calculation of ) (Oi-Ei)2/Ei in Dhule District.
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Sr.No. | Response Oi | Ei Oi-Ei | (Oi-Ei)2 | (Oi-Ei)2/Ei
1 YES 183 | 100 83 | 6889 68.89
2 NO 17 | 100 | -83 | 6889 68.89
Total 200 | 200 137.78

> (0i-Ei)2 /Ei =137.78
Degree of freedom(d .f.) isl1

Therefore , Tabulated value of x2as 1degree of freedom is 3.841

x2=137.78  137.78>3.841

Result:

The Chi-square test result (y2 = 137.78) is significantly higher than the tabulated value
(3.841) at 1 degree of freedom, leading to the rejection of the null hypothesis. This
confirms that education positively influences respect for Indian traditions. With 183
respondents agreeing and only 17 disagreeing, the study shows that modern education
fosters cultural awareness, helping schools balance academic growth with the preservation

of heritage and values.

HYPOTHESIS 2: Response related What is the best way to include culture in modern education

Thus ,applying the Formula x2=Z(Oi-Ei)2/Ei
e Oi= Observed Frequency(Response collected from survey),
e Ei=Expected Frequency(Expected Response)

Showing calculation of) (Oi-Ei)2/Ei in Dhule District.

Sr. No. | Response Oi | Ei | Oi-Ei| (Oi-Ei)2 | (Oi-Ei)2/Ei

1 Cultural clubs & activities [103.6/ 50 | 53.6 | 2874.0 57.48
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2 Mandatory subjects 55.4|150 | 54 | 29.16 0.58
3 Guest lectures/workshops | 33.6 | 50 |-16.4 | 268.96 5.38
4 It should not be included | 7.4 | 50 [-42.6 | 1814.76 | 36.28
Total 200 99.72

> (0i-Ei)2 /Ei =99.72

Degree of freedom(D.F.) is3

Therefore, Tabulated value of x2 as 3degree of freedom is7.815*

x2=99.72 99.72>7.815%
Result:

The Chi-square test result ($x2 = 99.748) is much greater than the tabulated value (7.815) at
3 degrees of freedom, indicating a highly significant difference in responses. Hence, the null
hypothesis is rejected. This proves that people in Dhule district strongly support including
culture in modern education. Among the options, cultural clubs and activities emerged as the

most preferred way, highlighting their importance in preserving traditions.

Conclusion :

The study reveals that modern education in India plays a dual role—empowering students
with global knowledge while also challenging the preservation of cultural identity. The
Gurukul system, rooted in Indian philosophy, once emphasized holistic learning, values, and
spiritual growth, shaping India’s intellectual traditions. Colonial education, while introducing
modern structures, was primarily designed to serve British interests and led to the decline of
indigenous systems. Post-independence, reforms such as the National Policies on Education
and the Right to Education Act aimed to create an inclusive and equitable framework, though
challenges like infrastructure gaps and teaching quality remain.Findings suggest that
modernization should not come at the expense of cultural erosion. Schools and colleges must
strike a balance between global perspectives and cultural values by integrating Indian

languages, traditions, and indigenous knowledge into curricula. By harmonizing tradition
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with progress, education can produce citizens who are globally competent yet deeply rooted
in their cultural heritage. Continuous reforms and adaptations are essential to ensure that

Indian education preserves its rich legacy while meeting the demands of the modern world.
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